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PARKES
RDA Central West

Region

Parkes is strategically located within five hours of

Sydney and three hours of Canberra. Ideally situated

along the Newell Highway, Australia’s major inland

touring route, where it intersects with essential rail

corridors, Parkes is an accessible and appealing

destination for tourism, lifestyle and business. 

The Parkes Region boasts a diverse economy with

strong industries including transport, mining, health care,

tourism, agriculture and public administration.

Photos: Central West is Best Photography Competition

2021.

Front page: Pastel Skies: Sharon Woods

Page 2: Parkes Telescope: Cynthja Pappin

Page 3: Overflowing Wall Beargamil Dam: Laura Miller

Back Page: Memorial Hill Sunset: Nigel McDermott

www.parkes.nsw.gov.au
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PARKES
SNAPSHOT

POPULATION

14,236
0.2% of NSW

GRP

$1,153m
0.1% of NSW

NUMBER OF
LOCAL BUSINESSES

1,427
0.2% of NSW

AVERAGE AGE

40.5 Yrs
39.4 in NSW

TOP 4
GRP BY INDUSTRY

AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY & FISHING

$111.9m

MINING

$107.8m

OWNERSHIP OF DWELLINGS

$93.4m

HEALTH CARE & SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

$93.3m
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GROWTH DATA
SUMMARY

RESIDENTIAL
BUILDING APPROVALS

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH ECONOMIC GROWTH POPULATION GROWTH
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PARKES PARKES ANNUAL % CHANGE
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HOUSEHOLD
COMPOSITION

HIGHEST YEAR
OF SCHOOLING

60%

ONE FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD

31%

NON-FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD

8%

NON-CLASSIFIABLE

1%

MULTIPLE FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD

39%

YEAR 12 OR
EQUIVALENT

36%

YEAR 10 OR
EQUIVALENT

10%

YEAR 9 OR
EQUIVALENT

8%

YEAR 11 OR
EQUIVALENT

AVERAGE
HOUSEHOLD

INCOME

$89,359
$118,496 in NSW
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DEPENDENCY
RATIOS

CULTURAL
BACKGROUND

YOUTH DEPENDANTS (0-14) AGED DEPENDANTS (65+)
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England
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China (excludes SARs & Taiwan)

South Africa

India
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FROM
AUSTRALIA

94%
70% in NSW
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TOURISM
SUMMARY

TOTAL REGIONAL
TOURISM EXPENDITURE

YEAR ENDING
JUN 2024

PARKES PARKES ANNUAL % CHANGE
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TOTAL VISITORS

354
(000's)

INTERSTATE

9.6%
INTERNATIONAL

0.5%
INTRASTATE

39.9%
DAYTRIPS

50.0%
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INDUSTRY VALUE ADD
BY TOP 3 SECTORS

EMPLOYMENT
BY INDUSTRY

11%

AGRICULTURE,
FORESTRY & FISHING

11%

MINING

10%

HEALTH CARE &
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

15%

HEALTH CARE &
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

11%

RETAIL TRADE

10%

MINING

NUMBER
OF LOCAL

JOBS

6,270
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GRP
TOTAL

INDUSTRY VALUE ADD
PERCENT CONTRIBUTION

PARKES PARKES ANNUAL % CHANGE
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PERCENTAGE POINT CONTRIBUTION TO GROWTH (2018-19 TO 2023-24)

-7% -4% 0% 4% 7%

Agriculture, forestry & fishing

Health care & social assistance

Public administration & safety

Transport, postal & warehousing

Rental, hiring & real estate services

Construction

Wholesale trade

Mining



Contact Details:
Regional Development Australia Central
West
T: 02 6369 1600
E: admin@rdacentralwest.org.au
W: www.rdacentralwest.org.au
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