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FORBES
RDA Central West

Region

Forbes is a mix of cherished heritage buildings and

contemporary public art creating an eclectic streetscape

and attracting visitors from all corners of the world.  Lake

Forbes is the centrepiece of town and the envy of

communities across regional New South Wales. 

The lifestyle in Forbes is balance at its best. When you

live in Forbes you can own your own home, raise a

family and forge a career. Rural charm, a welcoming

community as well as striking waterways and landscapes

make Forbes a liveable community.

Photos: Central West is Best Photography Competition

2021.

Front page: Ancestors Watching: Emilie Rogers

Page 2: Forbes Post Office: Eden-Monique Hull

Page 3: Golden Canola: Estelle Mattiske

Back Page: Fountain in the Park: Graham Everest

www.forbes.nsw.gov.au
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FORBES
SNAPSHOT

POPULATION

9,295
0.1% of NSW

GRP

$778m
0.1% of NSW

NUMBER OF
LOCAL BUSINESSES

1,190
0.1% of NSW

AVERAGE AGE

41.4 Yrs
39.4 in NSW

TOP 4
GRP BY INDUSTRY

AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY & FISHING

$146.1m

CONSTRUCTION

$64.3m

OWNERSHIP OF DWELLINGS

$64.1m

HEALTH CARE & SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

$64.1m
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GROWTH DATA
SUMMARY

RESIDENTIAL
BUILDING APPROVALS

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH ECONOMIC GROWTH POPULATION GROWTH
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HOUSEHOLD
COMPOSITION

HIGHEST YEAR
OF SCHOOLING

59%

ONE FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD

31%

NON-FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD

9%

NON-CLASSIFIABLE

1%

MULTIPLE FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD

41%

YEAR 12 OR
EQUIVALENT

34%

YEAR 10 OR
EQUIVALENT

10%

YEAR 9 OR
EQUIVALENT

9%

YEAR 11 OR
EQUIVALENT

AVERAGE
HOUSEHOLD

INCOME

$89,130
$118,496 in NSW
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DEPENDENCY
RATIOS

CULTURAL
BACKGROUND

YOUTH DEPENDANTS (0-14) AGED DEPENDANTS (65+)
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TOURISM
SUMMARY

TOTAL REGIONAL
TOURISM EXPENDITURE

YEAR ENDING
JUN 2024

FORBES FORBES ANNUAL % CHANGE
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INTERSTATE

19.6%
INTERNATIONAL

0.6%
INTRASTATE
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DAYTRIPS

43.0%
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INDUSTRY VALUE ADD
BY TOP 3 SECTORS

EMPLOYMENT
BY INDUSTRY

22%

AGRICULTURE,
FORESTRY & FISHING

10%

CONSTRUCTION

10%

HEALTH CARE &
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

16%

HEALTH CARE &
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

15%

AGRICULTURE,
FORESTRY & FISHING

13%

RETAIL TRADE

NUMBER
OF LOCAL

JOBS

4,007
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GRP
TOTAL

INDUSTRY VALUE ADD
PERCENT CONTRIBUTION

FORBES FORBES ANNUAL % CHANGE
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PERCENTAGE POINT CONTRIBUTION TO GROWTH (2018-19 TO 2023-24)

-11% -6% 0% 6% 11%

Agriculture, forestry & fishing

Health care & social assistance

Electricity, gas, water & waste services

Transport, postal & warehousing

Construction

Administrative & support services

Manufacturing

Wholesale trade



Contact Details:
Regional Development Australia Central
West
T: 02 6369 1600
E: admin@rdacentralwest.org.au
W: www.rdacentralwest.org.au
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