
COWRA LGA

July 2025



Cowra Economic Snapshot July 2025

COWRA
RDA Central West

Region

Cowra is in Central New South Wales approximately one

hour from other regional hubs of Bathurst and Orange.

Centrally located and easily linkable to the rest of the

state with direct lines to all major cities in south eastern

Australia.  Only 2 hours to the nation's capital or 4 hours

to central Sydney. Cowra is the hub of the central west,

providing a perfect base for manufacturing and retail

providers and further transportation and distribution.

Photos: Central West is Best Photography Competition

2021.

Front page: Celebration: Laura Bennett

Page 2: Serenity (Wyangala Dam): Bree Marsh

Page 3: Tranquility (Japanese Gardens): Leonie Green

Back Page: Field of Dreams (Woodstock): Alison

Rutledge 

www.cowracouncil.com.au
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COWRA
SNAPSHOT

POPULATION

12,680
0.1% of NSW

GRP

$957m
0.1% of NSW

NUMBER OF
LOCAL BUSINESSES

1,393
0.2% of NSW

AVERAGE AGE

44.0 Yrs
39.4 in NSW

TOP 4
GRP BY INDUSTRY

AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY & FISHING

$158.7m

HEALTH CARE & SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

$89.9m

MANUFACTURING

$81.7m

OWNERSHIP OF DWELLINGS

$79.9m
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GROWTH DATA
SUMMARY

RESIDENTIAL
BUILDING APPROVALS

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH ECONOMIC GROWTH POPULATION GROWTH
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HOUSEHOLD
COMPOSITION

HIGHEST YEAR
OF SCHOOLING

59%

ONE FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD

32%

NON-FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD

8%

NON-CLASSIFIABLE

1%

MULTIPLE FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD

38%

YEAR 10 OR
EQUIVALENT

36%

YEAR 12 OR
EQUIVALENT

11%

YEAR 9 OR
EQUIVALENT

7%

YEAR 11 OR
EQUIVALENT

AVERAGE
HOUSEHOLD

INCOME

$77,701
$118,496 in NSW
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DEPENDENCY
RATIOS

CULTURAL
BACKGROUND

YOUTH DEPENDANTS (0-14) AGED DEPENDANTS (65+)
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Germany
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FROM
AUSTRALIA
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70% in NSW
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TOURISM
SUMMARY

TOTAL REGIONAL
TOURISM EXPENDITURE

YEAR ENDING
JUN 2024

COWRA COWRA ANNUAL % CHANGE
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TOTAL VISITORS

458
(000's)

INTERSTATE

10.7%
INTERNATIONAL

0.2%
INTRASTATE

27.6%
DAYTRIPS

61.5%
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INDUSTRY VALUE ADD
BY TOP 3 SECTORS

EMPLOYMENT
BY INDUSTRY

20%

AGRICULTURE,
FORESTRY & FISHING

11%

HEALTH CARE &
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

10%

MANUFACTURING

18%

HEALTH CARE &
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

13%

AGRICULTURE,
FORESTRY & FISHING

12%

RETAIL TRADE

NUMBER
OF LOCAL

JOBS

5,023



Cowra Economic Snapshot July 2025

9

GRP
TOTAL

INDUSTRY VALUE ADD
PERCENT CONTRIBUTION

COWRA COWRA ANNUAL % CHANGE
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PERCENTAGE POINT CONTRIBUTION TO GROWTH (2018-19 TO 2023-24)

-11% -6% 0% 6% 11%

Agriculture, forestry & fishing

Health care & social assistance

Electricity, gas, water & waste services

Professional, scientific & technical services

Construction

Rental, hiring & real estate services

Manufacturing

Wholesale trade



Contact Details:
Regional Development Australia Central
West
T: 02 6369 1600
E: admin@rdacentralwest.org.au
W: www.rdacentralwest.org.au
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